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Dear Bob:

I am forwarding a copy of a letter from one of my constituents which was written to
Anita M. Doucette of the Department of Revenue. I had shared a copy of the proposed
rulemaking on sales and use tax for lawn care services with Scott Chambers, Viking Lawn
Service Company, Berks County. He reviewed the proposed regulations and forwarded his
comments to the Department earlier this month.

I felt it would be helpful for you to have a copy of his letter as your agency prepares its
comments and recommended changes.

Sincerely,

SHEILA MILLER
State Representative
129th Legislative District

Enclosure

cc - Mark Ryan
Hbg office
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Anita MEtouoette \
Offioe of Chief Counsel c?
Dcpt. of Revenue Dept2S1061 V -^
Hamsburg, PA 17128-1061 '&

AniuDoucene:

I am writing in reference to the proposed mknuking on saJcsauid use tax for lawn care services (61 PA.
Coded* 55 and 60) I own and operate a tmalHawn a r c service in irte Reading I
amalsos»%#gasthepWdmof|heLawn(^MAaocWooofPA(LCAP) Our industry h& always
been opposed to the liwn care tax The i r < k ^
thai ru^tlKsaJto tax had rod the sales uxrcpcaJed Ifihe lawn care industry is going to have the tax; we
**ftki lite a much b ^ ^

Some proWeim trail we m this r ^ f$ a two-acre
yardttaisuiacounliyskleareaafieM? Canapmon with a yard say that t r ^ ^ cot the yard when it
needs it odl their yaid a field? A field is $n area that o n be without Cites, or used for a ̂ egol purpose (a
lawn). Athletic fields and cotf courses are probably the highest m»ntcr«i« turf areas, ooedina the mosi
anermonaiid mowing, but noe requiring a tax ACot^pwiy would hraUc to apply a fcrtiJizer to an athletic
fidd and not charge the tax, Aen apply the same fertilizer to a home bwn and charge a sales tax

Another area of confusion exists where 1 also don * I understand how a company could apply an insect or
disease control to a wee which wouldn't be taxed, then tunt around and ̂ l y the sainenateral to tlw lawn
and have to collect the tax A Company could apply a fertilizer to a yaid and collect the tax, but then could
useihesan*toi l tmforfernUz^

While not being m the business of trimming, I have often heaid of pcoptetnnmung large shrubs, then
sutmg on the invoice that it was a trw so not to charge the tax Oarrfication on what constitutes a trtc
from a larp shrub would be faelpfiil. For larger jobs, this CM create a s i ^ If
the tnmming is not in conjunction with odier bwn ci^s^vtoA does the oo^ ia^ not ch^ i t l i e tax?
(Ex. would a company be able to cut one day and charp the tax, then comeback two days later to trim and
not charge the tax^) Ifedthatitwouldbebe^togetridcrfthesubtkdtfreft^

WouldalandsaperbeableioedgealaiKbcarxb^
ssdewatk pr dnveway and have to charge the tax?

Many lawn and landscape companies do various services, and separating these taxable from non-taxable
senicestos become a difliciiltchoft. Because of these diffierences, companies can make mistakes in
interpretation of taxable services Thank you very much for your time, and I hope that you would consider
these pouts before changing or revising the 6% sales tax on lawn care services.

Scott R. Chambers

Cc: Representative Sheila Miller
Rick Riisadl-Pugltese Assoc
iota Jewett-Indep, Reg. Rev. Commission


